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“South Dakota Artists – A Quest for Artisans of the Past, Present, and Future”

Subject:  Art & Social Studies
Level:  Intermediate and up

Abstract:  Many students are unaware of the artists from the state of South Dakota and the rich history that they have recorded.  Students will become a part of a design team and research an artisan from South Dakota preparing a presentation to present in front of the class.  Students will explore these artists even further in creating an individual work of art based on that artist.

Invitation: Who are the artisans of South Dakota?  What can we learn from them as artists and as people?  Discover the artists of the past, present and maybe even discover the artists of the future in yourself.  Students will explore these ideas by studying a variety of different artist from the state of South Dakota then creating a work of art based on that artist.

Standards:  

 South Dakota Content Standards & Benchmarks (Grades 3-4): Fine Arts
1. Students will understand and use visual arts as a means for creative self-expression and interpersonal communication. 

· Describe how visual arts tell stories or express moods or ideas.

· Use selected media and processes to express ideas or personal topics of interest.

· Describe how visual arts media and processes can be used in other disciplines.

2. Students will understand the media, techniques and processes used in the production of visual arts. 

· Explore various media and processes used in the production of visual arts.

· Understand selected techniques that give artwork detail.

· Choose appropriate elements and principles to solve visual arts problems.

3. Students will understand the relationship between visual arts and history, culture, and society. 

· Describe how selected works of art have recorded and preserved history.

· Describe the functions and uses of visual arts in a variety of cultures and societies.

· Explain how different artists have influenced or contributed to the world of visual art.

4. Students will demonstrate a capacity for critical and sensitive response to various visual arts experiences.

· Compare various art works in terms of artistic concepts, ideas, or intentions using criteria appropriate for the style or form.

· Explain likes and dislikes for various works of art.

· Describe the quality of personal artwork using specific criteria

South Dakota Fourth Grade History Standards (Grade 4)

3. Trace the history of South Dakota with emphasis on notable south Dakotans such as Red Cloud, sitting Bull, John B.S. Todd, Fred. T. Evans, Laura Ingalls wilder, James Scotty Philip, Niels E. Hansen, Gertrude Bonin, Peter Norbeck, and Francis Case; impact of the gold rush; controversy over statehood; and Indian Wars and reservation life.

Objectives:

1. Students will have an increased awareness of the artisans from South Dakota and how they have impacted history.

2. Students will view various works of art by South Dakota artist and explain their likes and dislikes.

3. Students will recognize Oscar Howe as a Native American artist, recognizing his style of artwork and contributions to his culture.

4. Students will work in a design group to prepare a presentation, using selected media or processes, on an artist from South Dakota with at least 5 facts about that artist.

5. Students will study a South Dakota artists’ work and study it in terms of its artistic concepts, ideas, or intentions.

6. Students will choose appropriate elements and principles to produce their own work of art based on a SD artist of their choice.

Tasks:

 INTRODUCTION – Day I:

The teacher will introduce the unit to the students through a brainstorming session on South Dakota artists.  How many artists can they name?  What type of artwork did each artist create?  The teacher will then show the students some examples of work done by artisans from South Dakota.


After the brainstorming session is completed, students will view a presentation on a South Dakota Artist, Oscar Howe, through PowerPoint. While viewing the presentation, students will discuss the elements of design as well as Howe’s style of art, traditional vs. abstract and his reasons for creating art.


Students will then be randomly assigned to a design group in which they will choose an artist to prepare a presentation on. Artist may be chosen from the following list:  

John Crane, Mark Anderson, Rosemary Millette, Josh Spies, Arthur Amiotte, Paul Gobel, Joanne Bird, Charles Hargens, Oscar Howe, Terry Redlin, John Green, Korzak Ziolkouski, and Gutzom Borglum.

This list may be modified to focus on certain time periods, styles, or nationalities.  A handout giving the presentation directions will be discussed.  

Any remaining time may be spent viewing various works of art by South Dakotans, giving them time for personal reflection on the various works.   After choosing their artist, each group should check with the teacher to avoid duplication.   

WEB QUEST – Day II:


Each design group will work at a computer workstation to gather information on their assigned artist through a web quest word document.  They should also be given access to other sources of information in the media center; i.e. books and artists prints.  Students should work together to answer such questions as; the artist’s name, date and place of birth, what style of art did the artist create, their style changes, what the group liked about the artist and maybe even what they didn’t like.  Groups should also start gathering at least 5 facts for their presentations and if time permits, to start preparing their presentation. A worksheet listing the five facts will be handed in to the teacher when the presentation is given.  Each presentation should be no more than 5 minutes in length.

If group work is not completed, students should be encouraged to meet outside of the regular class meeting time.

Choices for presentations (but not limited to):

· Skit

· Power Point

· Song

· Commercial

· Puppet Show

· Living Art – recreate a work of art with people and props

GROUP PRESENTATIONS – Day III:


Each group will present at least 5 facts about the artist they were assigned including visuals if possible in the format of their choice. 


Students will also be given the opportunity to reflect on working in their design group using the Working in a Group rubric.  If possible, the students may discuss their feelings with their group after the presentations have been given. 

INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS – Day III – Day V or VI:


After the group presentations, each student will choose an artist from the state of South Dakota.  After studying the elements of design (line, shape, color, texture, and space) in a work by that artist, the student will create a piece of artwork based on that artist’s style.  Students will be encouraged to make sketches before beginning their final project.  They may use any media they wish but are encouraged to use one that they are familiar with or one that, when possible, is similar to that used by the artist they are studying.  A guide sheet may be provided for the students to help them work through  study of their chosen artist.


Students will meet with the teacher when their project is completed for a one-on-one reflection opportunity, going over their individual grading rubric and discussing their strengths and weaknesses.

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES (OPTIONAL):


Take a field trip to a gallery or museum with South Dakota artist works on display: i.e. Oscar Howe Art Center, Mitchell, South Dakota

                   Middle Border Museum, Mitchell, South Dakota


Create a scavenger hunt with clues leading to the different South Dakota art prints displayed in the school.

Interactions:  Students will be randomly grouped in design groups of 3 – 4 to research an artist of their choice.  They will also work with their design group to prepare a presentation on the artist to present in front of the class.  A rubric outlining skills of working in a group will provide guidance in helping the students work better together.


After the design group presentations, the students will individually select a South Dakota artist and work independently from this point forward to answer questions about their chosen artist and prepare an artwork based on this information.  A rubric outlining the qualities for the completion of this project will be provided to the students before beginning the individual projects.  


The teacher will serve to present the questions to the students, providing assistance in researching each artist, and facilitating the learning process as the students and/or groups work through the activities.  The teacher will provide feedback on each of the activities individually, in small groups and/or in large group situations.

Situations:  This UOP will take approximately 5-6 40-minute class sessions with some outside work possible.


The introduction, presentations, and project work will take place in an art room divided by six tables with approximately 3 - 4 students at each table.  A computer workstation with PowerPoint capabilities and Internet access is also needed


For group research, a computer lab situation with Internet capabilities would work best.  A small computer workstation in the art room would work but would require more time as groups take turns researching their assigned artist.  An alternative would be to have the students do their research during their regularly assigned computer time with the assistance of their homeroom teacher.  If students are not familiar with doing a web quest, the students in their design teams should be able to give the necessary assistance while also receiving guidance from the teacher.

Assessment: 

Design Group:  Students will be assessed on their ability to work in a group according to the following criteria:

· Sharing their ideas with the group

· Listening carefully to each other’s ideas

· Dividing the group work fairly

· Doing their fair share

· Completing the project on time

· Presenting the project

· Sharing sources of information

· Support given to team members

Presentation:  Group presentations will be assessed on accuracy of information with at least five facts being given along with visual examples of the artist’s work.  A worksheet will be provided to assist the students in referencing the five facts.  A copy of the completed worksheet will be given to the teacher before the presentation is given.

Individual Project:  Individual art projects will be assessed using a basic art grading rubric to include the following:

· Elements & principles of art

· Creativity & originality

· Effort

· Quality

Upon completion of the individual projects, a scoring rubric will be provided to the individual student as well as a graph helping them to realize their strengths and weaknesses in their artwork.  An opportunity will be given for the student and teacher to meet in a one-on-one conference to discuss their project.

Portfolio:  A photo of each student’s work will become a part of a digital portfolio for ongoing assessment.

Tools:

 Students will need:

· Access to a computer workstation with Internet capabilities, and PowerPoint.   

· Books and other printed material about various South Dakota artists.

· A variety of art media for students to choose from for creating their projects.

· A variety of art prints by the artisans of South Dakota.

Teachers will need:

· Access to a computer workstation with Internet capabilities, and PowerPoint

· A PowerPoint presentation (or other type of presentation) about an artist from South Dakota, i.e. Oscar Howe 

Project:  Student will produce a design group presentation on an artisan from South Dakota no more than 5 minutes in length.  They will evaluate their ability to work in a design group.  A work of art representing an artist of their choosing from South Dakota, representing the style of that artist will be produced. This unit of practice can be completed with traditional methods of instruction (without the use of computers) but would take an extended amount of time.

URL: 

Worksheets and rubrics available at http://www.teachers.k12.sd.us/ms084/
Power Point - may not be available due to copyright restrictions


Rubric – Working in a Group - Excel


Web Quest – South Dakota Artist – Word 


Design Group presentation – Outline - Word


Individual Study guide – South Dakota Artist - Word


Rubric – Individual Project - Excel

