THE VERTICAL LINE

It denotes Dignity, Height, Strength, and Grandeur. We find vertical lines in trees, tall buildings, fences, people standing up, mountains, etc. A tall building shows height, strength, dignity and grandeur. Trees show height and strength.

THE HORIZONTAL LINE

Denotes Repose, Calm, Tranquillity and peacefulness, such as a person lying in the grass sleeping, flowers in a field, the flatness of a desert scene or lake. You can make your photograph illicit these feelings if you look for them in the picture area and use them in your photographs.

THE DIAGONAL LINE

This like gives the sensation of Force, Energy and Motion as seen in trees bent by the wind, a runner at the starting line or the slope of a mountain as it climbs into the sky. By knowing this you can create Force, Energy and Motion with your camera easily by tilting the camera to make objects appear to be in a diagonal line. A dignified church steeple when photographed at a slant will change to a forceful arrow pointing towards the sky and show motion.

THE CURVE

Here is a line of great beauty and charm and nothing gives a better example than a beautiful female form with all it’s lines and curves. Of course there are other examples: The curve in a river or a pathway through a flower garden.

THE ‘S’ CURVE

This line goes further than just a plain ‘curved line. It is called the ‘Line Of Beauty”. It is Elastic, Variable and combines Charm and Strength. It has Perfect Grace and Perfect Balance. You have seen this ‘S’ Curve hundreds of times in drawings and paintings and other works of art.

Examples: the double curve of a river makes an ‘S’ curve. A path, row of trees or bushes that curve one way and then the other way create the ‘S’ curve. Look for this type of design and use it in your photos to add interest and beauty.

